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As 2009 draws to a close, Iôd like to express 

appreciation to the officers and directors for their dedicated service and ex-
traordinary commitment to Savannah Council during the past two years.  
Also, to the Council membership thank you for the opportunity to serve as 
your president during that time.  Together the councilôs membership and 
board of directors worked diligently to support the men and women of sea 
service families in our area.  Please take time to review the list of this 
yearôs accomplishmentsðitôs very impressive!  In Navy parlance, BRAVO 
ZULU to all who contributed to our successes.   

 
Along with the many accomplishments in 2009, however, came a few disappointments, princi-
pally the visit to Savannah by only one US Navy ship.  And for those attending the November 
dinner meeting, thanks for your understanding.  The Hunter Club staff recovered quite nicely 
from their snafu and were able to offer beverages and ñlight fareò in place of our normal dinner 
menu.  BRAVO ZULU to general manager Peter and Chef Cain. 
 
Our speaker for the evening, CAPT Mark Bernier, USN Medical Corps, was un-fazed by the 
temporary setup in the bar and the light fare.  He presented an overview of BuMed and dis-
cussed operation of the Naval Hospital in Beaufort for which he is responsible.  In a year they 
serve 200,000 patients, have 300,000 dental visits and have 54 dentists on the staff.  Marine 
inductees from Parris Island arrive with only 20% dental readiness but leave with over 90%. 
 
We, as members of the Navy League, understand that many of the freedoms we enjoy do not 
come without hard work and sacrifice.  We also understand how important it is for us to lead 
the way in garnering public support for all members of our countryôs military as they work tire-
lessly and under great stress to protect those freedoms which are the foundation of our coun-
try. 
 
Again, thank you for supporting the Savannah Council these past two years and good luck to 
the incoming officers and board of directors. 
 
I wish each of you a Merry Christmas and a productive and prosperous 2010. 
 

That Is All.  Carry On.     Jim Keller 

Now Hear This,  



 

Recognition Programs  
 

Recognition awards for outstanding performance were presented to 
members of the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, Sea Cadets 
and participants in Navy and Marine Corps ROTC programs in the 
following units: 
 

USS Samuel B. Roberts (FFG-58), Mayport, Florida 
USCG Marine Safety Unit and Air Station Savannah 
MALS - 31 ï Marine Air Logistics Squadron, Beaufort MCAS 
VFA - 86 ï Navy Strike Fighter Squadron, Beaufort MCAS 
Savannah State University ï NROTC 
Jenkins, Johnson and So. Effingham HS ï NJROTC 
 

Changes of Command & Commissionings  
 

Submarine Squadron Sixteen 
Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay 

 
Commander Navy Region Southeast 

Jacksonville NAS 
 

USCGC Sea Dog 
Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay 

 
Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 31 

Beaufort Marine Corp Air Station 
 

USCGC Tarpon 
Tybee Island 

 
Garrison Commander 
Hunter Army Airfield 

 
USS Truxton 

Charleston, SC 
 

Command Master Chief 
USCG Air Station Savannah 

 
 

Ship Visits and Receptions  
 

USS San Jacinto (CG ï 56) 
 

USCGC Tarpon 
 

USCGC Sea Dragon 
 

NOAA Ship Delaware II 
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Guest Speakers  

 
Bill Edwards, Savannah Radio Personality 

 
Major General Tony Cucolo, USA 

Commanding General, 3rd Infantry Division 
 

Col Jeff Peterson, USMC 
Chief of Staff, Parris Island 

 
LCol Fred Craig, USMC (Ret) 

Blue Angels 
 

Col Gregg Brinegar, USMC 
CO, Marine Air Group 31 

 
Major Brad Osterman, USA 

XO, 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment 
 

Capt Donna Cottrell, USCG 
CO, Air Station Savannah 

 
Capt Kent Flowers 

CO, Savannah State Univ. ROTC 
 

LCol Jose Aguilar, USA 
Garrison Commander, Hunter AAF 

 
Craig Maggioni, Savannah River Pilot 

Robert Cooley, Savannah Docking Pilot 
 

Capt Mark Bernier 
CO, Naval Hospital Beaufort 
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Support Activities and Special Events  
 

Legislative Interaction ï 
Congressman Jack Kingston 
Congressman John Barrow 

 
St. Patrickôs Day Parade Entry 

 
Real Estate & Property Management Seminars 

For all local Coast Guard members 
 

Coast Guard Picnic at Sand Gnats baseball game 
 

Support for Coast Guard Station Tybeeôs softball team 
 

Support for Coast Guard MSUôs softball team 
 

Support for Coast Guard ANT unitôs activities 
 

Support for SSU/AASU sailing program 
 

SSU/AASU NROTC Spring Review 
 

Co-Sponsor ï Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony 
 

Jasper Green Ceremony 
 

Sea Cadet Drill Competition 
  

Massing of Colors 
 

Elba Island LNG Tour 
 

1,000th Trident Patrol Ceremony, Kings Bay 
 

Navy Birthday Ball, Beaufort 
 

Board of Directors Planning Retreat 
 

New Member Reception 
 

Annual Christmas Party 
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Jan. 26 Dinner Meetingð6:00 P.M., Hunter Club 

Reserve Your Seat Today!  
Reservations must be made by Friday, January 22

nd
  

by contacting Sybil Cannon at  
912-964-5366 or RSalty2@att.net.  

Our Next Speaker ðRear Admiral Robert C. Parker, USCG  
Director, Security and Intelligence 

US Southern Command, Miami, FL 

Rear Admiral Parker is a 1979 graduate of the U.S. 

Coast Guard Academy. He holds a graduate degree 

in National Security and Strategic Studies from the 

U.S. Naval War College, and completed a one-year 

National Security Fellowship at the John F. Kennedy 

School of Government at Harvard in 1999. He has 

over 12 years of sea duty, including 3 commands, 

that have included operations as diverse as 

counterdrug law enforcement, migrant operations 

and fisheries enforcement in the North Pacific, Gulf 

of Alaska, North Atlantic, Caribbean and Eastern 

Pacific, and search and rescue operations during the 

winter crab fishing season in the Bering Sea.  RADM 

Parker assumed  duties as the Commandôs first 

Director of Security and Intelligence on 11 April 2008, 

where he directs U.S. military operations and intelligence efforts, and coordinates interagency operations in 

Southern Commandôs theater. He is the first U.S. Coast Guard officer to serve as a Director in any Department of 

Defense command. 

RADM Parker 

January 26 
Dinner Meeting 

RADM Robert Parker, USCG 
 

February 20 
Sea Chanters Concert 

  Upcoming Events  Santa Trades Sleigh for USCG Chopper!  
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Santa (a.k.a. his helper, Navy 
Leaguer Mike Campbell), ar-
rives at the Coast Guard Air 
Station on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5th to deliver Holiday 
Cheer to dozens of Coast 
Guard kids. 

 



 
 

2009 Officers 

And Directors 

President 

JIm Keller 

 
Vice Presidents 

Tom Latham 

Bob Gephart 
Jim Morison 

John Innes 

 
Secretary 

Virginia Latham 

 
Treasurer 

Cliff Angers 

 
Judge Advocate 

Ed Robb 

 
Directors 

Philip Kirk 

Sam McLaughlin 
Michael Jordan 

Debbie Keller 

Warren Onken 
Don Civitanova 

Frank McCarthy 

Larry Wills 
 

First Past President 

Gary Johnson 
 

Newletter Editors 

Phil Kirk 
Michael Jordan 

 

Photographer 

Lynn Wright 

The Navy League of the United States Is a civilian organization dedicated 
to informing the American people that the United States of America is a 
maritime nation and that its national defense and economic well-being are 
dependent upon strong sea services-United States Navy, United States Ma-
rine Corps, United States Coast Guard and United States Merchant Marine. 

Check our website at http://savannah.navyleague.us 
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2008 Savannah Council Navy 
Leaguer of the Year Michael Jordan 
(above, left) presents a framed cer-
tificate to this yearôs honoree, Phil 
Kirk (above, right). 

Phil Kirk is 2009 Navy Leaguer of the Year  

Longtime Savannah Council 
member Phil Kirk has been 
named the Councilôs 2009 Navy 
Leaguer of the Year.  A three-
person committee composed of 
Hugh Robinson, Tom Wright, 
and Michael Jordanðall past 
recipientsðrecommended Kirk 
for the recognition, which was 
officially bestowed by Council 
President Jim Keller.  The com-
mittee surprised Kirk with the 
award at the Council Christmas 
Party on December 11th. 
 
The committee cited Kirkôs ex-
emplary work as editor of the 
monthly Steamer as the basis 
for their recommendation. 


